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witnesses heard in order that she may prove the slander ut-
tered against her by Alexandersson.

JUDGE. As Alexandersson has admitted the slander, I shall
ask for no witnesses. On the other hand, it is of importance
for me to know whether Alma Jonsson be guilty of the offence
mentioned, for if Alexandersson had reasonable grounds for
his utterance, this will be held a mitigating circumstance when
sentence is passed.

LAWYER. I must take exception to the statement made by
the Court, for by Chapter Sixteen, Section Thirteen, of the
Criminal Code, one charged with slander is denied the right
to bring evidence as to the truth of his defamation.

JUDGE. Parties, witnesses, and spectators will retire so that
the Court may consider the case.

[All go out except the members of the Court.

SCENE VII

THE COUKT.

JUDGE. Is Alexandersson an honest and reliable man ?

ALL THE JURORS. Alexandersson is a reliable man.

JUDGE. Is Alma Jonsson known as an honest servant ?

ERIC OTTO BOMAN. I had to discharge Alma Jonsson last
year for petty thievery.

JUDGE. And nevertheless I have now to fine Alexandersson.
There is no way out of it. Is he poor ?

LUDWIG OSTMAN. He's behind with his Crown taxes, and
his crop failed last year. So I guess the fine will be more than
he can carry.

JUDGE. And yet I can find no reason to postpone the case,
as it is a clear one, and Alexandersson has no right, to prove